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December Meetings
The Association had meetings in Dublin 
and in Cork in December 2007.  Batt 
O’Keeffe, T.D., Minister for Housing, 
Urban Renewal and Developing Areas 
addressed the Dublin meeting and took 
questions from the ÿoor.  We thank the 
Minister for attending together with Denis 
Conlan, Department of Environment. A 
copy of Minister O’Keeffe’s address is 
available from the ofþce. The Minister 
also presented a number of members, 
who completed the IPOA Training 
Course in Property Management, with their Certiþcates.   These 
hardworking members are to be congratulated on their dedication 
to be better educated in managing rental property.  30 Members 
registered for the course.  It is intended that another course will be 
run in the autumn.
Ruth Cannon BL gave a comprehensive review of the 
Residential Tenancies Act 2004 and how it has been operating 
since its enactment.  It is always a pleasure to listen to Ruth and 
members always come away a great deal wiser.  A number of 
questions were raised from the ÿoor and members expressed 
their disappointment and annoyance at the delays encountered 
when dealing with the PRTB.
The Cork Meeting was also very successful, with an update on 
the RAS, PRTB and guest speakers from Home Energy Rating 
detailing the new Energy Directive and how it will affect all 
members from 2009.  As usual it was a very lively meeting with 
a number of well thought-out questions, and thought provoking 
discussions.  
Diary 2008
The IPOA Diary for 2008 was sent out to all members at the 
end of November in plenty of time for the 2008 year.  This diary 
is self-þnancing as the advertisements pay for the diary.  It is 
an asset to all members and very useful to keep track of your 
tenancies.  We would again like to thank the advertisers for their 
support and ask that you look through the diary and support 
them.  If you wish to advertise in the 2009 Diary please do not 
hesitate to contact us.

Editorial
Looking forward to another challenging year and what a 
better way to start by increasing our newsletter content to 
give you, the reader/member more information and up to 
date data.  Many thanks once again to our advertisers who 
support our cause and as I always say òWhy not support 
those who support us”.

This year will deal a lot with energy and the EU Directive 
which is being introduced into law with effect from 1st 
January 2009.  I cannot state enough the importance of 
compliance with this legislation and how it affects property 
owners renting accommodation.  The bottom line is, if you 
are renting property after 1st January 09 then you must 
have a BER (Buildings Energy Rating) Certiþcate for the 
unit or units for letting.  This will not affect current letting.  
If you are in any doubt please check with our ofþces, 
otherwise have a good year.  Looking forward to seeing 
you at our next meeting in Grifþth College on the 13th 
March 2008.

Stephen A. Faughnan 
Chairman 

And they’re off! 2008!    
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Standards Not Excuses!
It is interesting to note, members are reporting that the 
number of standard’s inspections has increased.  This 
is obviously very welcome and we again reiterate that 
standards in your properties should be way above and 
beyond the minimum standards outlined in the 1993 
Standards for rented accommodation.  Be proud of your 
property at all times.

Delays at PRTB
It was interesting to get notiþcation 2 weeks late that PRTB 
had got a new address, new telephone numbers etc. and can 
you believe it no Public Ofþce.  What an utter disgrace!  Who 
do these people think they are to deny us the people who 
keep them in their ofþces the right to query a problem!

It is also interesting to note that delays are still the norm 
when dealing with cases referred to the Board.  The PRTB 
have been at pains to stress that deposit retentions are the 
main cause of delays, not so! We say this should be a case 
where there should be immediate response and settlement 
in 10 days max.  Has any one thought that the delays may 
be down to the Board itself!  What about Board Members 
appointed to serve on the Board which takes one or two 
afternoon meetings per month and it is stated that the 
Tribunal Members must be made up of at least one Board 
member ( who will Chair the Tribunal) Yet in how many 
Tribunal Cases do you see all Board Members? As most, 
if not all Board Members, have full time occupations 
outside the PRTB, would it be that the Tribunal jobs are 
being divvied out to satisfy the availability of the various 
Members?  Would this be the case and the reason why so 
much delay, which is the direct result of Property Owners 
having to wait for months and years to get a decision and 
then may not get their outstanding amounts at the end?

It is high time that after three and a half years down the 
road that a Judge be set aside one day per week, to hear 
these tribunal cases and then and only then, will we get 
proper decisions by properly qualiþed personnel.
Watch this Space.

General Meeting
Our next meeting is 
on the 13th March 2008 
in Grifþth College, 
South Circular Road, 
Dublin 8.  Be there at 
7.30 pm sharp for an 
interesting evening.




