4 November 2009


Minister Michael Finneran announces significant changes to Private Residential Tenancies Board (PRTB) legislation

- 
focus on streamlining & expediting service delivery
Michael Finneran T.D., Minister for Housing and Local Services, today announced the preliminary results of his review of the Residential Tenancies Act. The review, which commenced in April this year, was conducted by his Department and makes recommendations in a number of key areas with an overall emphasis on streamlining and simplifying the Act and reducing delays.   

“The PRTB has achieved considerable success since it was established 5 years ago, but there is a lot more to be done”, the Minister said. “The current legislation is complicated and does not always best support the PRTB in the speedy delivery of its services. A range of issues still remain to be considered but I am committed to initiating a comprehensive piece of amending legislation within the next 12 months”, he added. 
Among the main issues that will be addressed by the amending legislation are
· A statutory objective of 6 months to be set for the issuing of determination orders arising out of dispute resolution applications
· The Board of the PRTB to be reduced from 15 to 12 members 
· The introduction of fixed fines where deposits are illegally retained by landlords
· Measures to address non-payment of rent by tenants during a dispute process, in particular to introduce scope for the legal termination of such a tenancy. 

· Measures that will encourage the greater use of mediation as a means of settling disputes
· The separation of the governance and quasi-judicial functions of the Board 
· The simplification of procedures in general, including those for the registration and termination of tenancies
· The inclusion within the remit of the Residential Tenancies Act of those segments of the voluntary and co-operative housing sector that most closely parallel the current remit of the RTA, i.e. standard social housing.
A number of issues requiring further research, including third party complaints under the Act, the Act’s engagement with anti-social behaviour matters and how best to address issues surrounding the retention of deposits, will also be considered in detail.
Speaking today at a meeting with recently-appointed members of the Board of the PRTB the Minister also said that his Department will examine all opportunities for the introduction of time and procedural efficiencies in the Act. The Department will now begin work on drafting a comprehensive revision to the Residential Tenancies Act with the intention of presenting a draft Bill to Government before the end of 2010. Minister Finneran commented, “When I announced this review I emphasised the need to amend the Act in order to enhance the operational efficiency with which the PRTB does its work. Today’s proposals will achieve that goal and will best equip the PRTB to meet head on the challenges it faces. I look forward to working closely with the PRTB and other stakeholders over the next year to produce the best possible legislation to further enhance the regulatory environment governing the private rented sector.”
ENDS
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