Changes to the Rent Supplement Scheme from 1 June 2009
Changes to the rent supplement scheme were announced in the recent supplementary budget. From 1 June 2009 

· The maximum amount of rent for which a supplement can be paid is being reduced 

· The minimum contribution which a person pays towards rent is being increased by €6 to €24 a week.
· Rent supplement payments are being further reduced by 8% 
Rent Limits

From 1 June 2009, maximum rent limits are being reduced by 6% to 7% on average, ranging up to 10%, depending on location and household size.  The reductions reflect the downward trends in the private rental market.  
The revised rent limits will apply to new tenancies from 1 June 2009 and to existing rent supplement recipients either moving to new accommodation or seeking a review of entitlement from that date. Revised rent limits are attached.
Increased Minimum Contribution / Reduction of 8% 
The minimum contribution which a person pays towards rent is being increased by €6 from €18to €24 a week from 1 June 2009 and a further 8% reduction is also being made to all existing rent supplement payments from the same date.  
Arrangements in Place to Apply Reductions
All existing recipients of rent supplement will have their payment automatically reduced and each person is being notified by letter of the details of the reduction in their payment.  Letters are issuing from Monday 25 May 2009.  The letter provides details of (i) the rent supplement in payment prior to 1 June 2009,  (ii) the reductions being made and (iii) the resulting new rent supplement payment from 1 June 2009.  Copy of sample letter attached.
An advertisement has been placed in the national newspapers on 25 May 2009 and in provincial newspapers during the week to advise landlords of the reductions in rent payments. Copy of advertisement is attached. Given the rental market trends and availability of rental properties, landlords are being asked to respond positively to tenants who present their letter seeking a reduction in rent
More Information 
Further information is available on the Department’s website (www.welfare.ie).  









An online calculator is available on the website where a person can work out the reduction to be applied to their current rent supplement payment.
PROPOSED MAXIMUM RENT LIMITS FROM 1ST JUNE 2009

	(1)
	Single person in shared accommodation

(2)
	Couple in shared accommodation

(3)
	Single person

(4)
	Couple with no children

(5)
	Couple with 1 child or one-parent family with 1 child

(6)
	Couple with 2 children or one-parent family with 2 children

(7)
	Couple with 3 children or one-parent family with 3 children

(8)

	DUBLIN 
	€92
	€92
	€122
	€186
	€930
	€1,110
	€1,110

	WICKLOW
	€92
	€92
	€122
	€177
	€880
	€1,110
	€1,110

	KILDARE
	€92
	€92
	€112
	€166
	€880
	€1,110
	€1,110

	LONGFORD
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€112
	€131
	€144
	€158

	WESTMEATH
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€112
	€131
	€149
	€163

	OFFALY
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€112
	€131
	€149
	€163

	LAOIS
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€112
	€131
	€149
	€163

	LIMERICK 
	€66
	€66
	€103
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€172

	TIPPERARY NTH
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€172

	TIPPERARY STH
	€76
	€76
	€108
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€158

	CLARE
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€172

	LOUTH
	€66
	€66
	€108
	€122
	€149
	€158
	€186

	MONAGHAN
	€66
	€66
	€85
	€113
	€131
	€140
	€172

	CAVAN
	€66
	€66
	€85
	€113
	€131
	€140
	€172

	MEATH
	€66
	€66
	€108
	€131
	€163
	€177
	€186

	DONEGAL
	€66
	€66
	€85
	€112
	€131
	€138
	€158

	LEITRIM
	€66
	€66
	€85
	€112
	€131
	€138
	€153

	SLIGO 
	€66
	€66
	€94
	€112
	€140
	€158
	€158

	WEXFORD
	€76
	€76
	€108
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€158

	WATERFORD 
	€76
	€76
	€108
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€158

	CARLOW
	€76
	€76
	€108
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€158

	KILKENNY
	€76
	€76
	€108
	€122
	€140
	€158
	€158

	KERRY
	€71
	€71
	€94
	€143
	€143
	€171
	€183

	CORK 
	€71
	€71
	€108
	€143
	€163
	€177
	€189

	MAYO
	€66
	€66
	€108
	€108
	€163
	€180
	€180

	GALWAY 
	€66
	€66
	€108
	€131
	€163
	€186
	€186

	ROSCOMMON
	€66
	€66
	€108
	€108
	€163
	€180
	€180


· The values refer to weekly values except for the values in Column 6, Column 7 and Column 8 for Dublin Kildare and Wicklow which are monthly values. 
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 An Roinn Gnóthaí Sóisialacha agus Teaghlaigh
                      Department of Social & Family Affairs
PPS No. XXXXXXXXX    

       SWA Section,

Social Welfare Services,










       College Road,










                    Sligo. 

XXXXXXXX XXXXXXXXX XXXXXXXX
XXXXXXXXXXX
XXXXXXX
XXXXXXX 

XXXXXX
==========================================================

Dear Customer,

A reduction in rent supplement payments was announced in the 2009 Supplementary Budget.  

As rents have fallen in the last year, the maximum amount of rent for which a supplement can be paid in your area, is being reduced from 1 June 2009.  
The minimum contribution that you must pay towards your rent is being increased by €6 from €18 to €24 a week from 1 June 2009.  An 8% reduction is also being applied. 
Your existing weekly/monthly payment is being automatically reduced as follows:

Existing payment per our computer records

€aaa.aa

Less:  increase in minimum contribution to rent 

€   X.XX

Less:  8% of balance 




€ bb.bb

Your new payment from 1 June 2009 will be 

€ccc.cc
If you want to talk to your landlord to seek a reduction in your rent payment, this letter can be shown as evidence that your rent supplement payment has been reduced from 1 June 2009. 
Further information on this automatic reduction in your payment is available on the Department’s website www.welfare.ie .  

If there has been any other change in your circumstances, you should discuss this with your local community welfare officer in the normal way.  

Yours sincerely

Declan Skehan















